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INTRODUCTICN -

This is the account-of a battalion in ifs
firet contact with an enemy. The oart which it played
in the Aisne-Marne 6ffensive was not an imvortant one,
NOT WETE the':esults it obtained conspicuous, but the
unit iteelf was tyoical of the partislly trained
Americen ermy of 1918 2nd is equally typlcal of the
trooﬁs which American officers may expect\to commznd
in the éarly stages of any future war. To the military
observer, therefore; its efforte ﬁre qot rithout
interest, since they vresent for his analysis the
actions. snd Teactions of the very material with which

"Le villimost nrobably be called upon to work.

" THY GTNERAL SITUATICK

During the first days of July, 1913, the

21lied commander-in-chief had made preparation for a
Frenco-Americen offensive between the Aisne and the
Marne, with the object of reducing the MaTrne selient
ané thueg relieving the menace to the capitol. The
date for thie offensive had been fixed at July 18.
The great German attack of July 15-16, east of Rheims
had in no way disturbed this plan, and the counter-
offeneive began ae originally scheduled. However, to
add 21l possible force to the tlow against the German
flank, additionel troope were atteached to General
Yangin'e Tenth Army on the northern extremity of the
selient, 2nd to the Sixth Army immediately south of,

(1) Bach, and supporting the Tenth. (1)
o 69 '



2) Poore,
p 18

2} Bach,
np 08-70

-

To provide thié addifional‘force it became
expedient to utilize certain Americanldivisions who Be
training haé not been entlrely conpleted. One of the
American units selected ‘for this service wae the 4th
D1v151on. The 59th Infantry. Regiment of this division
wos abbtached to the 33d Division, II Corpe, Sixth

French Army {3), and on July 16, wes directed to Te-

‘:_‘4‘ lieve the 9th 2nd 11th French Infantry Regiments, which

were then occupying = noeition in the front line of
the ¥arne salient extending from 2 voint just north of
the Ourcog River, =2t the eacstern edge of Troesnes to a
point two kilometeis due north on the heizhts west of
the Ssvieres River at Faverolles. (3) It is the 1st
Battalion of thie regiﬁént rhoge movements we are to

follow.

TEF SPECIAL SITUATICH

like the rest of the 4th Division, the 1lst
Battalion, 39th Infantry wes a regular organiiation
only in the sense thet it wae & unit of the regular
establishment.‘ 4 scanty eorinkling of noncommissioned
officers reoresented the training and ‘traditions of the
"old army:“ "The men, principally folunteers, had been
in uniform somewhat lese than eight months, and meny
of them had had no opportunity to fire a service rifle
before their denarture from the United States. The
officers had but 1little more exverience than the men,
with the exception of the battalion commander, who was
2 Wyeteran' of two years! gervice.

The battelion arrived in France in Mey 1918.

It had some preliminary instruction in 2 British area,
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a R
but it wes tranéferrédiﬁo the Marne almost before it
had {well entered uncn ite schedule 6f training. While
in reserve billets it hed gome further work under
- French instrpctors, and.finally for twd'days occupied
2 reserve poeifion in fear'of g French division. So
far it hass never seen, much lese had the onvortunity.
to measure its Strength with, sn enemy.w Action, row-
_ ,gaflever, aopears imminent. The regiment has been ordered
into the line. The lst Battalion hae been assigned
;the left of the regimental poeition, its sector extend-
ing from the fork of the Fogse aux Demoiselles, north
of Buchet (cn the right) to the Oigny Roed on the left.
4} Z9th Inf. -(4) (see Special Map No 1)}. Cn Judy 18, in company
? 26. 'd%ith the regimental commander, the battelion and company -
officers reconnoitered this pokition, and now, on the
night of July 17, the battalion is moving forwerd in
the valley of the Qurcdq, apparently destined for an
actual tour of duty in the front line.

Thie night, which pfeceded the morning of thel
Aisne-liarne foensive, was a terrible one. Under tor-
rente of rain the roads had become morasses. The
darknees and the ingecure foothold were obstacles which
were rendered more formidable by the long lines of
artillery and transport which crorded the Toads. Loaded
down with packs, Tations snd smmunition, =2nd blinded
by the driving rain, the ménlwere compelled to hold on
to ome snother to =void losing theif way; and the company

lines stumoled forward at s snail'e pace after their

French guides.

B



In a daylight reconnaissance the routes of
approach had seemed eaey and unmistakablg - the vosi-
tiong well marked. Nevertheless, the night relief
wae made with the utmost difficulfy, end it was after
eleven otclock rhen the companies reached their arees.
Companies A and B occupied the front line, with Company
A on the right. Each company covered approximately
one half of the battalion eector. The line of obser-
vation extended along the Faverolles-Troesnes road,
vhile the main line of resistq&ce followed the Foege
zux Demoiegelles. Companies C énd D, in support, went
into position on the reverse =lopne fwo hundred yerds
in rear of the main line of resistance. One platoon
of Coﬁpany ¢, 11th Machine Gun Battalioq,supported
each of the front line companies, and the remainder of
the company wae posted with the support. The battalion
staff moved into a command post built &n a high cut
bank on the Foese sux Demoiselles at about the center
of the battzlion position. {3ee Overlesy Ho 1 - 8necial
¥en Mo 1.)

By 11:30 the wet and tired men had settled
dovn to catch such sleep as they might. The adjutant
checked the tTench stores; the scout officer manned
hie observation post and verified the mane and the
battalion commander, with a sigh of thanksgiving,
reported the relief complete. Ten minutes later a
runner from the Regimental C. P. brought orders for an

attack &t daylight.

-4
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OBJECTIVE AND PLAY OF ATTACK

Diagonally across the front of the vosition

now occubied by the battalion, and some four hundred

»

yarde from the line of ovserva¥ion, flowed the Savieres

River. Beyond the 8avieres the Buisson de Cresnes,
a2 densely wooded ridge strefehing from Aﬁcienville on
the northeast to Troesnes on the southwest. It was
garrisoned, so the intelligence journal stated, oy a
Saxon battalion, plus one company of wmachine guns.

If strongly organized 1t would constituté a formidable
obetacle. This wood wes 'the objective assigned the
regiment, and the 1lst Battalion was directed to clear
the northern half. The gtté&k was to be made in con-
junction with the French, who were to adviance north
across the Qurcgqg River_fo Noroy and east from Faverolles,
across the Savieres River, throush Ancienville, thue

completing a "vnincer' movement between Ancienville and

Noroy. {(8es Overlay Ilo 2 - 8wecirl ¥ew ¥o 1). By

pinching out the Buisson de Cresnes the French command

nresumebly intended to eliminate the stfongest nert of
the enemy ovpnoeition and to make‘the going easgier for
the Americens;- in effect, giving them their fiist taste
of wer in a comparatively painlees dose. Zero hour for
the French was set st 4:30 AM; for the Americans at

5230 AM. f5) The attack was given a direction by mag-
netic azimuth. Thé 3d Battalion of the 3%th was to
attack on the right of, and abreast of, the lst Bat-

talion. Boundaries between battalions were not defined.
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Reconneiccence at this late hour seemed out

of the gueetion, end the startled battalion staff

turned to their mape.  The 82 eres River appeered to

be a rather insignificant et: ,om which would offer no
serious obetacle. The Buissla de Oresnes looked d@iffi-
cult, but it wae theirs to take, and the vattalion
commander decided on a normal attack formation with
Companiee A and B, deployed, in assault and Companles
C and D in support:- the support, in line of section
columns to follow the assault waves at a distance of
about one hundred yards. Company <, 1llth Machine Gun
Battalion wae directed fé;fbllow the richt supnort

company. The Faverolles-Troesnes road wag gilven ae

- the 1line of denarture.

ETTETE JULEEDIATRILY FHRECEDING THE ATTACK

" 4120 AN, July 13, seventy batteries of




he 1st Battalilon, nevér before in & front line trench,
listened to the roar and cresh of the shells, and seeing
the German positions only a few hundred yards away
concealed in flying debris znd the smoke of the exnlo-
cgions, congratulated themgelves that it was the enemy

and not they, who were suetaining the terrific fire."

(8) Their self-congratulatione were sbortelived;

Hardly hed the French infantry left their trenches when
the German artillery and trench mortars revlied with a
severe counter-barrage on the American line which lasted

for two hours.




(7) 39 Inf
p 25
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At 5:1§ﬂ rhile the assault companies were

preparing to move forward, word was received changing

the hour of attack to 8:00 AM. (%7}

CROSEING OF THE SAVIWRTE RIVAN

LA A

At eight o'ciock the battelion cleared the line
of devarture and moved down tre long wheat-covered
slépe toward the Sevieres River. The bombardment had
ceésed almost two hours before, and not a sonnd came
from the enemy. The morning was €0 bright and so still
that it became difficult to believe thie was anything
more then g field maneuver. A% a brief halt, made to
rectify the alignment,'men began to light cigarettes
and adjust their equipment. Then the asszult comwenies
broke through.the fringe of trees, and gcrambled down
the bluff‘to the river. |

Immediately they encountered serious andé unex-

pected difficulties. There wes never z situation better

guited to illustrzte the principle that mep reconnais-
gence must be supnlemented by reconnsissence on the
ground. The Sevieres River, which had apneared &0
innocuous on the mep, was sWwollen by the heavy reins to
twice its normsl width and deﬁth. Ites banks on either
gide had become deep gwamps.

Wading'when they could, ané scrambling over logs
snd debris when the water became too deep to wade, the
men of Companies A and B éttempted to make their way
ascrose. The two companies dromptly became mixed in &
hopéless confusion not fwo hundred vards from the enemy

position, while their floundering, splashing and chouting

-



made noise enocugh to alarm every Germzn in the Marne
‘galient. The battzlion commander surmized instantly
that the enemy insctivity must be caused by the attack
baving come from an unexpected direction and that un-
doubtedly in a very few moments the battalion would be
under heevy fire. He therefore took prompt estens to
orotect his disorgenized front line. He directed the
company commenders of Companies A and B to push combal
-patrols, with automatic rifles, 8acTOBS thé Tiver as
quickly as possible, =nd to advence these natrols to
positions from which they could cover the crossing of
the firet two companies. One of the company commandeTs
had anticivated this order; end it was fortunate that
he 8id so. Ag the first patrol, a2 corporal and two
automatic rifle teeme of Company A Teached the south
bank they saw a Germen machine gun crer hastily dreg-
zing a heavy machine gun to the edge of the woods ovef-
looking the river. BeforTe the gun could oven fire the
AmeTrican borpora}, one of the lergest men in the
regiment, eeized sn automatic rifle snd moved rapidly
toward it, firing from his shoulder as he advenced.

The other auto rifle went into sction almost s rapidly,
2nd their combined fire killed or drove off the German
gunners. On the left 2 patrol from Comoany B dienosed
of enother gun which hed been hastily brought into
asction. This firet burst of fire awakened the men to
their situation and expedited their crossing moTe than
any smomnt of expostulation from their officers could

have done. A few waded and swam, but zlmost the entire
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battalion moved forﬁardlin thin-lines on logs which
werce thrown across the deeper part of the stream.

The difficulty experienced by both officers
and mwen in realizing the gravity of their situation
prior to the first exchange of shote is rather well
illustrated by an incident which occurred at that time.
On tne morning of the attack the battalion scout
of ficer, feeling that soume concession.to formality was
required on the occasicn of kis firs£ battle, had put
on his best (and only other) uﬁiform. The_baftalion
adjutant had somewhat dublously followed suit. In
their progress across the river tney were steppling
very gingerly from log to log, balancing and holding
on to each other in great concern leet they wet oOT
muddy their clothing. An instant after the first
machine gun bullet cracked over thnelr heads, noweéer,
both these gentlemen, without being conscious of the s
slichteet muscular effort, faund tnemeelves 1yinz-half
éubmerged in a pool of muddy water behind the very log

ﬁﬁﬁ;y nad been making sucn efforts to avaid falling ==ow%

an instant previously.

BT TS EE  wuw S o W S v i ST, SR TS
AR DUME U Lo Ddawsol LE CRTDNES

Once across the river, the assault lines
were Teformed and the battslion entered the Buisson
de Cresnes from'its western edge, meeting with little
opposition. This lack of opposition was explained by
‘a_German cserzeant who was captured later in the day.
The enemy, not expecting that any one would be suffi-

ciently daring (or foolhardy) to attempt an attack



(8) 39 Inf
p <7

over the flooded and swampy Savieres in broad daylizht,
nad maseed their guns and organized the ground for de-
fense on the nortkern and southern aﬁproaches to the
wood, where the ground was firm and the cover favorable
to an attack. The battzlion, though involuntarily, nad
the advantage of surprise. As the attack penét:ated
more deeply into the wood; however, the enemy machine
gun fire incréaséd in iuntensity and Cowpany 4 began to
suffer casualties from rifle fire from the southeast

edge of the wood. At the same time the company cCou-

‘mander Teported that he was unable to obtain contact

with any units of the 34 Battalion on Lis rignt flank.
To protect this exposed flank the battalion commander
detached one platoon from each of the csupport cdﬁpanies
and placed them on the right of the battalion, facing

sgutheast, where they promptly became engaged in a fire

fight with German infantry on the southern edge of the

wood. At the same'time the battalion scout officer

was seht with a small patrol.to locate the 3d Battalion
and to inform its comm=nder of the 1st Battallion's
position. Upon reaching-Ed Battalion's headduarters,
which was by no means whére he expected to.find it,

tne scout officer learned that the attack of tunis
btattzlion had been further delayed vy orders from Freach
Divisional Hezdgquarters, and that the 1st Battalion
was, to all intenis and purpoées, operating indépend—
ently;\(é}'_fhis information was coavefed to the

battalion commander.

~10-
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The 1st Battalion, its =zssi
nired, Teoccupled the eastern edge of thne 3Zuisson i
> - -

Cresnes. 3ee Overley Ko 2, 3pecial ¥ap 0 1l;. &nere
2 P

the men aL? soxnoles and shelier trenches o Sive
themselves soze proteciion from the snell fire wrzico
caune down on the position at intervals and waich cause:
a number of casuzltiee., The battalion rexainsd in

thic position during the nizht of July 18-12, its froncs

Ll
P

and left flanz covered by patrols znd outpostis
capture of Horoy closed tne zap between the Frenca

units on the rizht and left of the rezimental sector
and this, with the capture of tke Tuieson de Jresnes,

culminated tzs plans of the French cozmand IoT July

138.
TrIL S Ial LT DATTALZTT AT0LTY TEOTES

g1

on the following morning, July 18, at 3:20

Ay, orders were received for the resumption of the,

attack. Three successive objectives were desizmated:-

~st:+ 4 line 1) xiloueters froz the line of
departiure.

Jecond: Trne Chouy-la-3ucrierz Road.

Third: A ridze one kiloaetzsr southeast of
Chouy-la-Sucrisre Hoad covering & front-
aze of 1% kiloueters.

in the capture of the third otjsctlve one bat-

talion (tne 3d) was to ve in the front line, ~itn

the 2d Sattzlion in sSupport and the lst Zattelilon

in reserve.




(2) Bacnh,

- p 72;
38 Inf,

p 29

(10) 39 Inf,
p 3C

nrogress of the action, while the support platoons,
feelinz that they were being cheated of souvenirs and
fiznting both, kept edging closer to the asssult wave.
Naturally disorgzanization resulted, but in spite of

it the zackine zun nssts were reduced one at a tize
and after two hours of hard fiéhting the crest of tae
Tidze was Teached. Here enewy resistance brokxe, and
the scmewhat battered battalion, almost without furiner

opposition advanced to the northern edze of the wood

and halted for the reorganization which it badly needed

I—]rtr.—-'.’r‘!"" ATTE =TT M TMMTS TRIY v LT
kALl AL T A . D LS T A

while these events were tazing place, the
Wpincer" movement which *he Fremch had undertaken to
effect, rad not prccesded according to schedule., 1o
Frencn 4roops had been atle to approach NOTOY from
the south, and the French division commander, fearing
céunterattack from this strong point, reduested assisi-

ance from the 3Sth. (¥} At 3:00 Pi the regimental.

commander sent word of a great allied victoery and

ordered the lst Battalion to support the 3d Battalion
in—-the -capture-of Noroy.--The men-of-tne lstBattalion -
now realized for the first time that they had been
enzazed in a major offensive instead of in a local
operation. Cheered and excited by this news they

roved out to support the attack on Noroy. The 34
Sattalion, however, took the town with a rush after

co~me hand-to-hand fi-h+irnz in which both esides suffered

Tather severely. {10)

~12-




Zeanwhile, the two platoons on the rizht
£ad overcoxe thelr gpposition., In view of the chaz:e

in situation these platoons were ma2de to constitute

va covering detachment for the rizht flank. T The ‘senior

platoon commander was dirested to keep them together
and to move forward on the right of Cozpany 4, holding
the group in readiness to repell any counterattack Irow
the soutneast.

The asszult companies continued their advance
toward the tangle of woods along the ridze which was
the backbone of the Bois de Cresnes. Here the defenss
was a well orgznigzed wmachine zun n%%} The Germans had .
cleverly concealed their zuns ané had made full use of
fire btreaks and trails for laying down bands of fire.
The Amnericans however, were rapidly acqQuiring wisdou
in taking cover and in working their way around the
flanks of the guns instead of blindly rushing thém from
the front. Unfortunately, fizhting of this nature
raguires the breaking uﬁ of units alnost into indersnd-
ent patrols, with a consequent loss of control by
coxmpany and platoon commanders. The first excitemen
and tension having passed off, each piece of abandoned
enemy equipment became an object of generzsl interest,

and much discussion and wrangling ensued over its

possession, while the bolder spirits versisted in pokins

acout on their own in the bhope of uncovering, if not a
live German, at least a deaqbne who nizht be despoiled
of his buttons and insiznia. The mern who Came into

possession of‘these souvenirs became, for a time, rmore

concerned with their safe-guarding than with the

-11-
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(11) 298 Inf,
p 30

One btattalion of the 20th French Infantry
was attached to the reziment to assist it in the attack
and was to act under the orders of the regimental
coummander. The regimental order placed the zZd and 34
Battalions 1n line, éacgron a front of 350 yards. The
1st Battalion, with Ocmﬁany C, 1lth Machine Gun Bat-
talion.attached, conégituted the rescerve; and it was
directed to march six hundred yards in rear of the
center of the first line. The Tate of xarch was riven
as 110 yards in three wminutes and the direction of
attack forty-five uinutes south of Bast. Zero hour
was 4:00 AM. {11 -

The vattalion attack order was very simple.
%ith less than ten minutes at his disposal between the
time of"receipt of the order and zero hour, and with
some of the coumpany commanders alzost five hundred yards
away, the tattalion commander 4did the only possivle
thing to insure cowupliance with the rezimental order.
He sent a field messaze to the coummanders of Coupanies
¢ and D, which read ae follows: Plove out in section
colums - clear edge of woods 4:0C AL - direction 45°
gouth of East - ¢ on right, D on left.! Similar brief
me ssazes were sent to the other coupany comazinders
with instructions to follow the front line companies
in support. Tze problem was simply to set the wnits
in moﬁion in the right diréction, at the appointed time,
and the action taken had the desired result. The
battelion commander, from the edge of the woods, had
the satisfaction of seeing Cowmpanies O'and D emerge

almost on the minute. Ee then sent runners to acsemble

~34-
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) Bach,
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the five company commenders, and as the tattzlion ad-
vanced ne read the regimental order and finished his
instrﬁctians.

During the night the Germans had reorganized
and ?repared new defenses, and the resistance had
naturally stiffened. Nevertheless, the attack made
satisfactory progresé and the assault lines reached
the first objective at 5:0C A, Here they met with

a dishearteniznz and unnecessary check..

B SR S :wn--D T T TN
Cldaa X A PRI T S

=

At about £:15 Ax, a2 message was received by
the regimental commander, that the French troops on
the 1e£t had not received the attack order in time to
enable them to coumply and that the French attdck would
be delayed till 5:;Z0, and would be preceded by a bar-
raze. Hurriedly messazes were sent back to tell the
French that the first objectiﬁe wag already taken and
to advance the barTage. It was too late. In a2 few
minuteg”the barrage fsll. (lhf' Fortunatsely most of

[ ] . .
the shells burst beyond the front line, but a number

dropped on the advance units, causing casualties., Even

the 1st Battalion in its support position suifered.

Rockets and flaree were fired, but without effect. It

was, of course, apparent to the men that somethingi%as
wrongl and’ that the fire from which they suffered &as_
from their own artillery, ably seconded by the German
machine guns to their front. They sat tizht, Lowever,

and held what they had, and when the barrage lifted

=15~



»
some forty minutes later, they advanced again with

13) 29 inf,  determination and apparently with unshaken morale. (%3
p_31 " A few minutes tefore the resumptidn of the
advance the let Battalion moved into the line to cover
that part of the reziamental front left vacant by the
delzy in the French attack. This move plaéed it on
the 1eft.of the line abfeast of the &d RBattalion and
- - facing the town of Chouy. lThe route of -advance lay
~over rising ground covered with a heaVyrstand bf wheat
to the crest of a small ridge line, from whence the
gromnd fell awayjin a long gradual slope dotted with
small wooded thickefs, which offered excellent con-
_cealﬁent for machine guns. The Germans had taken full
advantage of the possivilities of %hese thickets, and
had scattered machine zun ﬁests through the wheat.
Tne open ground was under artillery observation, and
the machine gun defenée-was supported by the fire of
light artillery. The meanderinge of the Ourcq River
in places made the frontage assigned the regiment too
narrow for the formation'adopted, but the uneQual ratée
of advance compensated for thies, and althouzh units
frequently crowded into the areas of those adjoining

thew, no serious results occurred.

THE CAFTURE OF CHOUY

~ On approaching the ridge line tre advance
- of Coumpanies C and D was held up by neavy machine zun
fire, and the-“cléaning up" tactics employed on the
previous &ay nad again to be resorted to. This tiue,
however, partly on account of the more open terrein,
and partly because of greater steadiness and experience,

L)
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the unite held well together ani Tretained- thelr
'general position and alignment. After the two.assault
companies crossed the ridge and advanced down the
slope towsrds Chouy, several of the enemy machine guns
which had held their fire and had been undiscovered,
opened on the support companies, forcing them fully
to deploy, and so delaying their advaence that tney
lost contédct with the assault companies; . The battalion
commander hurried forward to regain contact with his
-advance elemente; and he reached them just as Cowmpany’
D on the left was entering the town. Chouy was on
fire and had been evacuated by the Gerwans, who could
be seen moving ovef the next ridze line at a distance
of about a thoussand yards. Because of the heavy and
accurate artillery fire whiéh‘was falling upon it, it
was impossible'to occupy the town at this time.

On the e=zstern edge of the Chbuy - La
Jucgiere Foad was a long hizh cut bank wﬁich offered
verfect protection, Company C was already sheltered Ly
this dut, the direction of its advance having taken 1t
to the south of the town. Compmany D was therefore
moved by the right flank and placed under shelter on
the left of Cowmpany C, pending the arrival of the
support coapanies, Hardly had they reached this pro-'
tection when the eneay artillery, which had been
Lharassing them during the day, poured a perfect rain
0of shells along thé front of both coupanies. The
cover of the bank was perfect, and although for ébout
fifteen minutes $he top of the cut and the area in

their rear, seemed one continuous explosion, melther
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company suffered a single casualty. At first the men
were startled and somewhat unnerved by this unusually
neavy fire, but as soon as they realized their safety
they regained all their selfsconfidence and were in-
clined torregard the situation as a joke on the Jerman
artillery. The officers, nowever, were ﬁuch concerned
for the safety of thé two support companies, from whon
nothing had been heard, and the battalion commander
was about to make the attewpt to send runners back to
Treach thgm, in spite of the heavy shell fire, when
Company B sud@enly appeared on the crest of the ridzse
over which the assault cowmpanies had passed with much
difficulty sowe time before. The two companies were
deployed in depth, Company Brin skirmish line and
Company A in its rear in sedtion co;umné. Qut of touch
with the situation to their front, the senior company
comnznder had placed them in assault formation and
they were advancing on Chouy, thinking that it might
gtill be in the hands of the enemy.

No sooner did Gompany'b_become viéible than
tne German artillery switched its fire and concentrated
on the splendid target which it presented. None of
the officers or men who witnessed the scene wnich took
place during the ensuinz five minutes will ever forget
it, and on.the'writer at least, it made a greater iu-
pression than anything else which occurred during his
participation in the war. The lonz skirmish liﬁe of
Company B advanced slowly, preserving its alignment
and inter'val, the men holding their rifles at "hicgh-

port", as they had been taught to do, and never moving
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He,

faster than a walk., It seemed that a shell fell among
them almost at every step, throwing up c¢louds of smoke
and dirt and bowling men over like ten-pins; Most

of thiese men got up again, took their place‘in line

and continued the slow advance. Their formation con-
tributed to the casualties received, the parallel lines
of skirmishere getting the full lateral effect of each
burst. In proportion to the volume of fire, the actual
casualties were sumall, but the moral effecj wae cer-
tainly terrific, and the steadinesé shown by jhe‘men
was nothing less than marvelous. For alwost five

hundred yards the company advanced uader this punishuent

without increasing its Tate of march, the men finzlly

treaking into a run when they saw their courades
crbuched under the vank and caugnt their frantic
Tdouble time" signals.

Cowpany A was spared the difficulty of this
advance bty an imteresting expedient. Since no other
comgunication was possivle, one of the battalion siznal
men stood on the toplof the cut bank and with his
wig-waz flag siznalled repeafédly "halt - z0 vack".
This signal was Caught by the company commander as he
crossed the ridge and he immediately drew his coumpany
back under cover.

By this time, also, our supporting ar%illery
>3 the French gunners
mankiandling their pieces down the slope and into tiue
cover of a thicket about two hundred yards in rear of

the battzlion position with the greatsst energzy and



courage. Bo accurate was their fire tihet afier some
ten minutes of counter-battery work, the Gefman gune
went out of action. The line now occupied constituted
the final objective of the day for the 1st Battelion.
The 24 znd &d Battalions were not subjected to Lieavy
artillery fire, and they continued their advance to
the final objective;- the ridge line about. 3CC yards
goutheast of the Chouy-lasucrerfesiroad, whidn they
attzined at about 2:;30 Fi. GOntaqt was Quickly estab-
lished with these two battalions and the companies of
the 1st Battalion were reorganized in preparation for
an advance the following morning. A line of obser-
vation was established alonz the fromt of, and ébout
150 yards distant frow, the battalion position. Each
company reinforced this lile with two cowbat groups of
one scuad each, - Companﬁ B covered the right flank
vwith one seciion anc Gompahy D plzced a platoon in
Chouy with several swmwall combat groups on tae €asisrn

edge of the village.

=
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A% GuskotLe mees sergeant and hils Tarrying
party appeared with a plentiful supply of Lot food and
fregh water. The men, theil nervous tencsion relaxed,
realized suddenly that they had not eaten since three
A¥, and they fell on the rations 1like hungey wolves.
idorale was high. Relaxed and with full stomachs, the
events of the day did not seem half so terrible in
retrospect. The cooks and the men of the rear ecnelon

were ziven a full account of the overation by each



separate secfion, and modesty and verity went by the
voards, while the strength of the enemy and the nuumber
of ﬁrisoners taken increased in geometrical progression
with each tellinz. Officeré and men felt themselves
veterans. | |

| . There was some excuse for their self-satis-
faction., The battalion had received its baptism of
fire in full battle and had acGuitted itself respect-
ably. Before daylight on the morning of July 20 it

wae relieved.

ANALYSIS AND CSITICISH AND LESSCONS

(a) Training. |

4e previously stated, the battélion was a
partiaglly trzined unit wﬁich might not have beern placed
in an attack except for the exigencies of the situation.
I14ts state of iraining at the veginning of the action,
nowever, was at least eCual to,'and possibly slightly
better than, that of the aversge infantry battalion
of 1918, due to a leavening of régular noncomuisgioned
of ficers., It was certainly as well trained_aé any
gimilar units which we will be avle to place in the
field in an emergzency. Lack of training was responei-
tle for the disorganization in crossing the Savieres
River, in the progfess.through the Buisson dé Ofeénes
and for the temporary loss of control by officers snd
nonCOmmiSSioned.officers. UnQuestionably a thorougkLly
trained battalion could have delivered this attack

|
much more expeditiously aﬁd with fewer losses. These
defects are to te expected. It seems to the writer,

however, that the advance of one coupany under heavy
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shell fire on the second day of the dttac%}is a
striking object lesson of the surerising steadinesé
'nich can be displayed under the uwost trying conditions
by men of little serviis igfsuch training as they have
received was tnorough and well directed. Nothing but
discipline will put green men through a situation like
that described, and the”sight of it cured at least one
observer of any tendency to discount the value of
disciplinary.exercises.

(b) Information.

Through no fault of its own fhé battalion,
and the_rest of the regiment for that matter, operated
without adequate information. On three occasions
tiis. lack of 1nfor aation might bave produced serious
results:- the first, when the ﬁnexpeotei difficulty of
crossing the Savieres River Wﬁs encountered, -nsghmaﬂ%«rﬁ

P e _
eaSilyinave resulted in couplete anninilation; - the
second, when the attack was continued without fhe
knowledge that the attack of the 3d Eatislion had been
aelayed;x}esﬁltea in =2n exposed flank and a daangerous
position;- the tuird¢, when the attack on the sgecond
day was.launched withoutlthe knowledge that the French

re

attack had been deléyed;;resulted in casualtlec froun

our own .artillery; a serious delay in the advance, and

ﬂléhthﬁﬁii have proved fatal to the whole plan.

(c) Reconnaissance .

It seens trite even t0 mention personal
reconnalissance, but the situation encountered in the

crogsing of the Savieres River was, as pointed out,

~22-




rade to order to demonstrate the necessity of supple-
menting map reconnaissance with ground Treconnalsssnce.
Even at night, and during the short time intervening
between receipt of the order and the hour for attack,
patrols from the battalion scout Bection,-if pushed

to the front, would have discovered that the river
effered a much wmore foimidable obstacle than it appeared

to do from the map.

(d) Security

During the attack on the Bulsson de Cresnes,
the battalion was forced to take steps to protect its
éxposed flank when it began to suffer from enemy fire,

. Had an‘effortrbeen made to contact the units on 1ts
right and left immediately at the jump-off, it would
tave been discovered that this flank was exposed before
actuzl contact with the enemy was made., In his dispo-
sitions during the remainder of the action, however,
the battalion commander seems t0o nave complied fully
with tke principle of security.

(e) Surprise

In its attack on the Buisson de Cresnes,
the battalion, involuntarily it is true, took advantage
of the principle of surprise. The tremendous effect
of surprise ilsvery clearly demonstrated by the fact
that the attack was a success even in spite of the
Obstacles encountered and the resulting delay and dis-
Grganizatio%’sin@ly because the enemy had expected no
attack from thie direction and had made no provision

to ameet 1t.



(f) Dispositions

The dispositions made by the battalicn
oommandér were tacticelly sound throuzshout the entire
action. Decieions were made duickly and carried out
effectively. The formations were simple and provided
deployment in depth. Cne seridus ¢criticism can be
made. No use of any kind was made of the attached
machine gun company during the attack. It simply
tagzed slong with the support ecrelon ané wore iteelf
out dragging ite guns and equipment. Tais faultrwas
a common one, and was due to a defect in organization.
"he battalion to which the rezimental machine zun com—
pany was attached, knowing the officers intlaately
and having confidence in them, always made good use
of their guns. The battélions to wnich units from a
separate machine cun battalion were attached seldom
made use of them. In the situations describved, =
numoer of very favorable opportunities occurred for
the use of machine zuns, but invariably the baitalion
and company .o6fficers relied on groups of riflesen and
auto rifle men; It is only fair to say that experience

soon corrected this fault.

(g) oOrders

The orders iéSued by the battalion commander
were brief and simple. Bfevity, as a mtter of fact,
was forced by the delay in receipt of orders from‘-
higher headguarters. The order for the second day's

attack was the shortest possible field message, later

enlarged verkally. Nevertheless, it was effective.
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Tk experience of the of ficers toroughout this opnera-
tion, and particularly during the first day indicates
that in an attack over‘broken.and heaﬁily wooded
country the m&st that can be done is W give the units
a direction of attack, zet them.startéd on time, keep
thuem in ¢contact with one another, and ﬁope fqr the.

veat.

CONCLUSION

The writer, in referring to this operat&on

.ZA:"-'—L ! 7

some G=F¥e ago, spoke of it as a “comedy of errors.t®
This remark has been very mach regretted. 1In living
over again the events that are described herein he

ias rediscovered a number of errors, but the comedy is
COnspicuousiy atsent. As a matter of fact, viewed even
in the light of SubSeQuent exper;ence it is believed
that both officers and wmen 4did well.;

Conspicuously emphasized by this'brief_engage~
ment are three facts wnich bave already beesn pointed
out but which will bear repetition:-

Firet: That in an attaék over broken and unfavor-
able terrain, success is utterly dependent
on the leadership of the squad, section
and platoon leaders.

gecond: That unforeseen and unexpected diffi-
culties will be the rule, rather than the
exception, and that almost as many of
these difficulties will result from the
mistakes of our own people as from acci-
dentgs of terrain or operationé of the

enenmy.
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. Thira:

That Américan soldiers, whose training,
in couwparison with our present standards,
appears very mediocre ‘indeed, will, if
such training as they have received has
been thorough and intelligent, meet

these difficultiss with firmess and

courage.
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LUESTIONS ON TEE OPEPATIONS OF THZ FIZST
EATTALION, 29th INFANTRY, JULY 18-20, 1918

(Note: To be effective these Questions must
be asked during the oral delivery at
the points where the situations to
which they refer occur.)

I. At the point where two froni line companies
fall into confusion in their first attempt
to cross the Savieres River, the bat%alion
comuwander should:-

(1) Withdraw and reorganize for another
attempt. ,

(2) Move the batislion by the flank to
a more favorable approach.

(3} Frotect his disorganized line by
pushing forward contact patrols. answer: (3)
II. When the right assault cowpany reported
inability to gain contact with the bat-
talion on ites Tight, and began to suffer
from rifle fire from that direction, the
battalion commander should have:
(1) Stopped the advance temporarily
: until the battalion on his right
could come abreast of hin.
(2) Continued the attack but protect
the Tight flank with a strong
covering force while trying to
make contact with the adjoining
battalion. - Answer: (2)
III. ¥%hken only eight or nine minutes were
available between the receipt of the attadk

order snd zero hour, the battalion Coum-

mander should have:
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Written a hasty coaxbat order,

P T
| -
-

Al

Put the battalion in motion at
the proper time and issued his
order after it rad ctarted to
move,
(2) Hastily assemoled the company
commznders and given a rapid
verbal order. Answer: (2)
IV. In sumgariging-- In the peculiar
situation which existed at this tiuze,
was or was not an attack without pre-
liminary reconnaissance justified?

Answer: It was not; Reconnaissance should have

been made.

V. The cowmanderlof a company in attack caught
in the open in skirmish line by neavy
artillery fire (as was Company A in the
second day'e attack) should have
imzediately: . .

(1) 49Withdrawn to cover tehind the
crest of the ridze in Iils rear.

(=) Chaﬁged nis formation to line
of swmall colwmns and advanced
rapidly.

(2) Halted and taken cover. Answer: (2)
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TRITTER MOFOMRAPE -- COMMENT SREET

1, 3Use of bibliography and sources: It was apparent that the
authof hLad somé ditlioulty in obtaining sources dealing with the
operation of his unit. However, the bemt available were selected
and utilized. Om the other hand, the evaluatione of the sources
oonsul ted wers somewhat t00 brief to permlit the reader to estimate
their valus, ' ' ' '

The referencinz followed the school instructions. The
majority were properly taken from Badh and Hall's "Fourth Division
History; Its Services and Achievementds in the World War," and
Cole and Eberlin's 'Hiatarg of the 39th U,B. Infantry in the sorld
¥War.® Xeny statements of fact were without any reference, but
this wag doubtlees unavoidable due to the scarcity of authorita-
tive pources. On page & the reference from Bach ig given as &
guotation while, in fact, it wae a paraphrase by the suthor of
the second paragraph on page 70 of Baoh. In general, however, tbe
refarencing was accurate and indicated care ang preuiaion on the
author's part. '

3. Xarrative: The orgsnization of this portion of the monograph
wat pertioularly commendable. The scoount wee glear and de-
goriptive. Ko irrelevant events or extraneous detalils were
included., The reeder, therefore, was able %o follow, without
interruption, the progress of the bettalion from the unit's asrly
training to the conclusion of itg first sction in battle. The -
sltuatione, from which the lessone were Argwn later, were excelw: il
lently depioted.

fiome ocsreleesness was gpparent in tbe spelling of
proper names; for ingtance, Suoriere wep spelled in three
different waye.

3. Illustrations: The maps were of outstanding workmsnghlip. The
general mep and the two speciml maps with overlays, fully illus-
trated the suthor's teéxt - all placee mentioned in the text belng
ghown on the map. The writer in thie reaspeot meticulouely
followed the instructions in regard to preparatien of maps and
ig to be commended for the care, precision and ability which
they show.

4. Anslyeie, criticism and lesgons: The author's method of dis-
ocugging the prinoipal events o ia narretive under headings sudh
as YSecurity," vgurprise,® *Dispositions,” ¥"Qrders,® eto., was
excellent and served to emphasize the main points of military
value. Also, he properly restricted hiueelf to the operations of
his battalion and omitted any diecuesion of the regimental or
larger unit problems. _

The conclueion, which wag brief and effective, was
utilized to further impress upon the reader the three oblef
lessone to be learned from the monograph.

6. ks: The monograph was well written.
' AN OUTSTANDIRG MOEOCRAPH.




Qpergtions of the lst Bn 39¢h Gapt. ®Fainor B, Wikl i
Inf {4th Divieion) in the Alsne-

Marne offensive, July 18930,

1918, (Pcrnonai axperience of

a battalion soout officer)

THE IRFANTRY SOROOL

Fort Benning, Gaorgia
1931.1333

Grade _

TRITTER NMOKDSRAPH ~- CONMERT SPERET

shy and gourosa: It wes apparent thet ths
autho¥ Lad soms difiicully In oblalning sourcss dealing with the
operation of his unit, However, the besl availatle were e¢lected
and utllized. On the other band, the evaluations of the gourcas
ooncul ted were somewbat too brief o perzit the reader to edtimate
thelr walue,
- - The referencing followsd the achool instructions. The
mejority were properly taken from Bath and Hallts "Fourth Divieion
Higtory; Ite Services and Achievements in the %orld #ar,% and
Cole snd Zoerlin's "Higtory of the 39th U,3. Infantry in the orld
%ar." %any statements of fact were without any reference, vut
this wee doubtless unavoidable due to the ecarcity of -authorita-
tive sources. On pago 8 the reference from Bach 1lp given an a
quwotation wbille, in fact, 1t wae a paraphrase by the author of
the socoud peregraph on page 70 of Each., In general, howevor, the

ref.rencing wap accuratse and indigated ocsrs snd precision on the

a.
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suthor'e part.

Larrailive: The organization of tuls portion of the monosTrach
was [&ELIO a:lg conmendmble. The account was clear ani de-
scriptive. ¥o irrselevant events or exiranaous Jetalls ware
included. The readsr, therefore, was able to follos, without
interruntion, the progress of the battallon from the unit's c.Tly
treining to thé conclusion of 1te firet actlon in battle. The
altuaticng, from wklch the leseons weérs drawn later, were excelw: v
lently-GEpicted. : :

Some csrelessness wans spparent lan the spellinz of
prorer names} for instance, SuCTlere was spelled in three
different ways.

1lustrations: The =ans wore of cutstanding workmanghip. e
general sap and the two soocial msps with overlays, fully 1ilus-
trated the author's text = all places mentioned 1n the text belng
ghown on the zap. The writer in this respeot meticulously
followmed the instructions in regard to preparation of maps and

is t0 be commended for the care, rrscision and ability wi.ioh

theoy sl.ow.

tnnlyels, criticism snd lessons: The authorts method of dig-

g the prinoipal evenis o is narrative under headinge auch
as "oecurity,® *Surprlise,® spispositione,” "Orders," eto,, wus
excellent and served to empbasize the main points of military
valué. Also, he properly restricied hiusslf to the operations of
bis battalion and omitted any discuesion of the regimental or -
larssT unlt probleuns.

. The conglusion, whioh was brief and effective, was
utilized to further imprees upon the reader the three onief
lecsons to bs learned from the monograph.

Resarks: The monograph wae well written.
AR OUTSTARDINO MONOGRAPH.




Operations of the lst En J5%th Capt. Walter B. bmith, InT
Inf (4th Division) in the Alsne-

Marne offensive, July 18-20, J P
1918. (Personal experience of DR NS
a battalion scout officer) e

" _%
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL z’)

Fort Benning, Georgla
1931-1932

Grade

WRITTEN MONOGRAPH -~ COMMENT SHEET

1, Use of bibliography and sources: It was apparent that the author

t bad some difficulty in obtaining sources dealing with the operation

é; of bis unit. However, the best available were selected and utilized.
70n the other hand, the evaluations ogﬁsources consulted were somewhat
too brief to permit-thé reader to estimate thelr value.

The referencing followed the school 1nstructions.ald‘¥ae
majority were properly taken from Bach and Hall'e'“Fourth‘Division
History; Its Services and Achievements in the Wordd War," and Cole
and Eberlin's "History of the 38th U. 8, Infantry in the World War.®
Many statements of fact were without any reference, but this ﬁas
doubtless unavoidable due to the scarcity of authoritativé*sources,'
On page 8 the reference from Bach is given as a quotation while, in
fact, it was a ﬁaraphraae by the author of the schnd paragraph on

o’ M, PR EAN LT
page 70 of Bach. 1In general, th&s’pUT1E§#rﬁﬁL4§§?ime&og¥&ph was

accurate and indicated care and precision on the author's part.

&. Narrative: The organization_of this portion-of the monograph was
@ particularly commendable. The account was clear and descriptive,
1 proceeding-in—Yogical progression with the actiess—uT the lst Bat-
talion 39th—Infamrtry; Om-july-18-end-18;-3818. No irrelevant events

or extraneous details were included. The reader, therefore, was able

to follow, without interruption, the progress of the battalion from
the unit's early training to the conclusion of its first action in
battle. The situations, from which the lessons were drawn later, were
I3 excellently depicted.[?%ome carelessness was apparent in the spelling
" of proper names; for instance, Sucriere was spelled in three

different ways. =3
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3. Illustrations: The maps were of outstanding workmanship. The

7‘ general map and the two special mape with overlays, fully 1llustrated

the author'‘s text,- all places mentioned in the text being shown on

the map. The writer 1n this respect metlculously followed the
Saewmpes ] , _ B2 ORGP 1 and is to be commended for

_‘tél-hriﬂare, precision and abillty 1 adad U-—,/v(w—-

4, Analysisg, criticism and lessons: The author's method of discuseing

Z; the principal events of his narrative under headings such ase
*Security," "sSurprise," "Dispositions," "Orders," etc., wae excellent
and served to emphasize the main pointe of military value. EHe—alszd
wimety restricted himself selmky to the operations of his battalion
and omitted any discussioniof the regimental or larger unit problems,
The conclusion, ziwbjmmseh brief and effective, was utilized
to further impress upon the reader the three chief 1éssons t0 be

learned from the monograph.

5. Remarks:

Czwk An outstanding monograph.
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THE INFANTRY skﬂc!oz.
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT GOMMANDANT
FOURTH SECTZOK |

Fort.Benning; Georgie
December 15, 1931.

MILITARY HISTORY MONOQRAPH -- COMMENTS ON ORAL PRESENTATION
Captain Walter B. Smith, Infantry.

Delivery: The speaker‘'s delivery was 0lear and effeotive. His
words were well chosen, accurately and diatinotly delivered, and
were properly directed toward his hearers. An occasional ahange

of pace and additional foroe at times, would have made the delivery
etill more effeotive.

Holding of interegt: The acouracy of the delivery and interesat- -
bBolding qualities of the presentation, together with the unusually
pertinent and wipe seleotion of material, maintained the interest

of the hearers at the highest pitoh.

Glearnesa' The account of the operetion was unusually clear, due
fo the exoellent combination of oral delivery and vivid portrayal
on the map.

- Emphasis: Imphasis was well placed on the taotios and leadership
- 0of small units and the methods by whioh successful ‘rasults were
aohleved. The presentation emphasized most effeotively the wvalue
of surprise, reconnaissance, disoipline and ocoperation.

Utiliretion of time: The presentation was exoeptionally Iell
planned and organiled.

'aharte and illustrations: The speaker's maps were cutstanding in
eslgn, effeotiveness and general utility. Espeolally is it
noteworthy that thelr scale was such that the operations of the
emall unite and the details of the torrain stood out vividly. The
excellent ooordination of the narrative with the operation of out-
:ut; added further to the clarity and effeotiveness of the presen-
ation,

Instruotional value: Ths situation seleoted by the spsaker for
solution by the olasa was well chosen - whether or not to Carry ous
the attack as ordered. It waz well bullt up and properly discuesed.
Howsver, the techniqus of asking the question was faulty in that the
name of the student to0 answer the question was called before the,
situation and Question were stated.

The speaker's desoription and disoussion of the methods
B0 effectively employed in overcoming msohine-gun resistanoe in the
wo0de, in oroseing open terrain, in employing the use of cover tc
the maximum effeot, and in achieving surprise by doing ths unex-
pected, together with othprihighly instructive instances, gave the
pressntation an outetanding instructional velue.-

REMARKS: It is worthy of mention that this preeentation was well
coordinated with those of other speakers on the operations of the
4th Diviaion.

AR OUTSTANDING PREEEHTATION.
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THE INFAKTRY SCHOOL
OFFICE OF THE ABSISTANT BDM#ANDAPT
FOURTH S%CTION o

Fort Renning, Georgin
Degember 15, 1921, '

SILITARY HISTORY XOHQGRAFH == CO.© P”TB ON OHAL FRE%EHT&TIOﬂ

cantain ¥alter B, Smith, Infansry.

Delivery: The speaker's delivery was clear and effective, His
words were well chosen, aocurately and distinctly delivered, and
were properly directed toward hig hearers, An occasional changze

- of pave and additionzl force at timee, would have made the delilvery

still more effoctlvo.

'Holdinﬂ of 1nteres§: The accuracy of the delivery and interest-
oldlng Gua os Of the presgentation, together with the unususlly

pertinent and wime seleotion of naterial, waintained the interest
of the hearere a2t the highest pitoh,

Clearnees: The account 6! the oneration was unusgually olear; due
fo the excellent cosbination of oral delivery and vivia portraynl
on the map-

Twphasis: Laophasie wae well placed on the tactios and leadershido
of small unite and the wethods by whioh succegsful results were
aolieved. The presentation emphasized most effeotively the value
of eurprise, reconnaissance, discipline znd cooperation.

Utilization of tima: The preaentation was exceptionally well
planned =and organized. ' '

Charte nnd 1llustrations: The speaker's maps were outstanding in
eir design, ellsctiveness and general utility. Especially is it
notesorthy that their sCale was such that the operations of the
emall unite and the detaile of the terrain stood out vividly. The
excellent coordination of the narrative with the operation of ocut-
:ut: added further to the clarity and offoottvanc-a of the vpresen-
ation.

Instructional value: The situation selected by the sreaker for
solution by the class was well chosen - whether or not to osarry ous
the attack as ordered. It wag well built up and prorerly dlascuesed,
However, the technicue of asking the queation was Taulty in that the
naue of the ptudent to ansser the question was called befors the
situation and question were atated,

. The spenker'r desoription and ﬂllouaaion of the methodie
80 effectively emrloyed in overcosing machine-sun resistance in the
woode, in croseing open terrain, in eaploying the use of cover o
the maxinum effeot, And in achieving surnriee by doing the unex-
pected, together with other highly instructive lnstances, gzave tho
presentation an outstanding 1natruotlonnl value.

'RE4AREZ: It ie worthy of mention that'thia prosentution vas well
coordinastsd with those of other epeakers on the operatlona of the

4th Divislon,
AN CUTSTAKDIRG PREGENTATION.



THE INFANTRY SCEOCL
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMANDANT
FOURTH SECTION

Fort Benning, Georgia

MILITARY HISTORY MONOGRAPH ~ GRADES ON ORAL PRESENTATION

QOapt. ¥alter B. Smith, Inf

1. Delivery:

2. Holding of interest:

3. (Clearness:

4. Emphasis:

5. Utilization of time:

6. Charts and illustrations:

o> > o > P

7. Instructional value:

Total Grade: A
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THE_INFANﬁﬁY,SCHOOL 7

OFFICE OF THE ASSHSTANT COMMANDANT |
FOURTH SECTION -

Fort Benning, Georgia

- December 15, 1831,

MILITARY HISTORY MONOGRAFH —- COMMENTS ON ORAL PRESENTATION
Captain Walter B, Smith, Inf. '

1, Delivery: The speaker's delivery was clear and effective., His
words were well chosen, accurately and distinctly delivered, and
p\ were properly directed.toward his hearers. An occasional change
of pace and additional force at times, would have made the delivery

£till more effective.

3. Holding of interest: The accufaCy of the delivery and interest-

holding Qualities of the vresentation, together with the unusually
1£& pertinent and wise selection of material, maintained the interest
of the hearers at the highest piteh. '

3. Clearness: The account of the operation was unUsualiy_clear, due

A to the excellent combination 'of-%h-e) dral delivery and&ha vivid

portrayal on the map.

4, Emphaesis: Emphasis was well placed on tactics and leadership of
small units.and the methods by which successful results were

_;\\ achieved. The presentation emphasized most effectively the value

of surprise, reconnaissance, discipline and cooperation.

5. Utilization of time: The presentation was exceptionally well

P‘ planned and ofganized.

-1-



Charts and illustrations: Thé speaker's maps were outstanding in

their design, effectiveness and general utility. Especially 1s it
noteworthy that their scale was such that ﬁhe operationé of the

small units and the detalls of the terrain stood out vividly. The
. excellent coofdination of the narrative with'the operation of cut-
outs added furtlier to the clarity and effectiveness of the presen-

tation.

Instructional galue: The situation selected by the speaker for
LN '

the Qlass was well chosen - whether or not to
carry out the attack aé'ordered. 1t was well built up and properly
‘discussed. However; the technigue of asking the guestion was
faulty in that the name of the student to answer the Question was
called before the situation and question were stated.
The speaker's description and discussion of the methods
80 effectively employed in overcoming machine-gun resistance in
the woods, in crossing 6pen terrain, in employing'the use of cover
to the maximum effect, and in achieving surprise by doing the
_unexpéctedf together with other highly instructive insfances, gave
the presentation anroutstanding instructional value.

AR QEEOTRRDTIACK PRECERTRTIONT

REMARKS: It is worthy of mention that this presentation was well
coordinated with those of other speakers on the opérations of the
4th Division. |

AN OUTSTANDING PRESENTATION.



Capt. Walter B. 8mith.

1. Delivery: The speaker's delivery wasquﬁﬂu”nik}effective.' His
words were well chosen, accurately and distinctly deliveredamwdv

were properly directed towazgﬁgi:/h arers-et:a&k=hinoe s
WW ek / o B, ol el
2 1 ‘
2. Holding of interest: The accuracy.fnd 1nteres%zhold1ng qualities

of the-@gi;;gz§3?fogether with the unusuaﬂ;pertninent and wise

Zﬂ gselection of material, maintained the interest of the hearers at-

the highest piltch.

3. Clearnesg: The account of the operation was unusually clear, due
te '
xq to;excellent combination of the oral deliwery and & vivid, .graphis
portrayal ow Ths - vnap .

4. Emphasis: Emphasis was well placed on she=ewsendded tactics and

leadership of small units ; s bowRpEv—ihad—tre—aposk
N g . o . ' Ay
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4in;:aub¢EOaa&=xaluauA€heugh?: ;:l‘-»' o Ghe ;ei‘r. ¢;3§.presentat1on
/&’ Vémphasizeq7the #ﬁluqﬁépf-suzprise, reconnaissahce, discipline

and cooperation,

5. Utilization of time: The presentation was exCeptionally well

Zf\ | planned and organized.

6. Charts and illustrations: The speaker's maps were outstanding in
their design, effectiveness and general utility. Especially i«

’ noteworthy that their scale was such that the operations_of the
ZX\ small units and the details of the terrain stood out vividly. The

excellent coordination of the narrative with the operation of cut-
A :
"'&U )
outs addeqéto the clarity and effectiveness of the presentation.
_ ‘ L.

R



7.

Instructional valye: The situastion selected by the speaker for

presentation td-the class was well chosen - whether or not to:

carry out the &tEtZ} 8 Qrdered %
‘discussed, ot :;/rL;a@LZ 7.
calied n A—J

Al IR - ~

_ _speaker's deecriptlontand dlSCUSBlOH of the-¥&§¥§&g
‘ P celiivnd,
o empioyed in overcomlng & machlneegun-resistance.

in,woods, in crossing open terrain, in emplzging the use of cover

LEL

to the makimum ef_fect,/I

together with other highly instructive instances, gave the presen-

tation an outstanding instructional value,
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